


Welcome to  
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

We are a community where we welcome all as members of the Body of Christ.  
We are welcoming, faithful, passionate, joyful, authentic,  

sacramental, loving and charitable. 
 

Today’s Readings 
Is 55:1-11 / Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)] / 1 Jn 5:1-9 / Mk 1:7-11    

 
“You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.  ”  

(Is 12:3)  
 

Gospel Meditation 
We need history. We need it in order to understand ourselves, personally and collectively. The 

pieces of our histories may not have always been the most positive, honest, exemplary, dignified, 
proud and best moments of our lives, but they are ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, 

accept, and often heal them. We cannot forget them or pretend that they never existed. As horri-
ble as the atrocities of events like Auschwi", brutal injustices commi#ed throughout the human 
journey, or personal painful experiences in our own stories, we need to remember. These times 
when humanity in general or people in particular have lost their way are times that need to be 

reconciled and redeemed. 
 

If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes again. The human soul needs a  
strong sense of affirmation, direction, and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will  

easily run amuck and repeat the sins of our past. God’s voice throughout history has spoken  
precisely about this! We are reminded through the voices and example of many prophets and 

witnesses not to make the same mistakes again, come back to center, discover the purpose given 
to us by God, maintain a sense of proper direction, seek healing for wounds and be reconciled  

to our Creator. 
 

Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of humankind, not only eternally but here 
and now. Our existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need from God by gifting 
us with the same intimate relationship Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with the direc-

tion and clear purpose we need in order to be productive stewards and faithful Christians.  
Baptism calls us to remember, accept, and deal with the sins and inequities of our past regardless 
of how hurtful and serious. We consciously choose to turn away from them and put on the new 
life of Christ. To do this well, we must look hard and long at our sins and failings, listen to what 
they are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past, collectively or personally, or pretend 

that it never happened, we will never grow. We will surely die. 
 

People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, delivered by the baptized members of the 
Body of Christ. It is an essential message of hope that is layered with visions of justice, peace, 
reconciliation, redemption, blessing, and healing. It is a message that helps us remember what 

has gone before, the graces and the sins, and bring ourselves by God’s help where we need to be. 
We are called to do much more than sit home behind our closed doors. We have a message to 

deliver. Are we ready to do so?  
 

Scripture Reflections 
First Reading 

Isaiah was called to be a prophet to bring justice and freedom to those suffering, to be a “light for 
the nations.” How do see yourself serving others in need in your life?  

 Second Reading 
John teaches his community that God Himself has “testified on behalf of His Son.” In what way 

does this divine assurance help strengthen your faith?  
 

Gospel 
The preaching of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus is the opening scene in the Gospel of 
Mark. In Jesus’ baptism, the Father, Son, and Spirit were fully present. As a baptized Christian, 

can you think of a time when you experienced God’s presence?   

Sacraments 
 

Masses 
 A mask is required and must be 
worn at all times. Please sign in 
for contact tracing purposes. 
 

Weekend Mass Times 
3:00pm (Sat) 

10:00am & 11:30am (Sun)
Soccer Field                 

                      
Daily Mass Times 

 Currently cancelled  
 

Reconciliation / Confession 
Saturday                 3 - 4:30 pm  
&  by appointment 
 

All Other Sacraments 
Please call the o!ce for 
information. 

 
Clergy 

Fr. Renier Siva 
Pastor 
 

Fr. Cleetus Karakkat 
Parochial Vicar 
 

William Goeke 
Jim McFadden 
Deacons 
 

Fr. Ignatius Haran 
Pastor Emeritus 

 
Parish Office 

The office is closed until  
further notice.  Please call and 
leave a message.  
307 Montrose Drive, Folsom 
Phone:  916-985-2065  
 

Website: 
FolsomCatholic.org  
 

Social Media: 
@FolsomCatholic 
 

Bulletin 
FolsomCatholic.org/bulletin 

Bulletin Date      Ads Due by 5pm     
Jan 17                     Jan 7 
Jan 24                    Jan 14 
Jan 31                    Jan 21 



At  St. John the Baptist Parish,  
we welcome all  
as members  of  

the Body of Christ. 
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Praise and Worship  
 January 12, Tuesday, 6:30pm 

Contact: Sheila Fitzpatrick, 925-437-0798 
Sheilafitz1@yahoo.com   

 
Join us for an evening of inspiring music 
and powerful prayer with Praise and Wor-
ship! Praise and Worship will be streaming 
on the St. John the Baptist Parish Facebook 
page via Facebook Live. All are welcome!  
 
 

Listening for God in our Lives 
Sign up or contact: 

Bill Stobbe at (916) 505-3800, 
bstobbe@companionedprayer.org  

 
Join us this Lenten and Easter seasons to 
explore our Catholic traditions and prayers 
for experiencing the quiet presence of God 
in our lives through scripture, our daily ac-
tivities, and in our hearts.  Twice a week we 
will be introduced to: 
 
· Lectio Divina – listening for God in scrip-

ture readingin five meetings beginning Feb-
ruary 18th 

· St Ignatius’ daily Examen – noticing God in 
our daily activities 
in four meetings beginning March 16th 

· Companioned Prayer – finding God in our 
hearts in five meetings plus a wrap-up meet-
ing, beginning April 6th 

 
You are invited to pause and notice the quiet 
grace-filled presence of God in our lives.  It 
is something easily missed in our busyness 
and daily routines.  Come and discover be-
ing quietly nourished by Christ’s grace and 
blessings within you.  Discover how this 
may enliven your living faith, growing in 
His love. 
In each online Zoom video meeting, we will 
open our hearts and our faith experience as 
we get to know each other and these won-
derful prayer practices.  We will meet twice 
a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
2:00 to 3:30 PM.  There will be a one week 
break the second week of March and anoth-
er break for Holy week.  An optional four-
week extension will also be offered for those 
who wish to continue after the program. 

When God Whispers 
 

“You don’t need to shout. My hearing 
works just fine.”  
 

Are you a parent that has used that one on 
your kids? I’m not sure at what age they 
realize that the volume of their voice doesn’t 
correlate to the likelihood of receiving a fa-
vorable reply — it might be sometime in the 
teenage years, when the talking slows down 
altogether.  
 

But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God 
always gave us a loud and dramatic sign 
when He wanted something — the booming 
voice and the torn-open heavens (“This is 
my beloved Son!”) really get the message 
across. Sometimes I find myself envious of 
the Apostles, who were able to witness such 
things in person. 
 

The fact of the ma#er is, in the year 2021, 
God is more likely to speak in a whisper 
than in a shout. The prophet Isaiah fore-
warns that Christ himself will not be a 
noisemaker — for all his preaching, he will 
not cry out or shout to bring forth justice to 
the nations. His way is altogether different 
than that. 
 

We are not the Apostles, and we do not 
have the privilege of seeing the Holy Spirit 
descend on Christ like a dove. But here’s the 
good news: God doesn’t need to shout. Our 
spiritual hearing works just fine. We just 
have to be listening. 
 

Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear 
God’s whispers throughout the day. Let’s 
make a conscious effort to invite those whis-
pers into our hearts, where they can become 
a catalyst for grace in this world. 
 

 ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



Mass Intentions 
Scheduled prayer intentions will be offered by the 

priests of the parish during their 
private mass. 

 
Sunday, January 10th 
Theresa Nguyen (birthday) 
Joann Siruno-Perez (birthday) 
Joseph Thomas†  
 

Monday, January 11th 
Marcelo Austria† 
 

Tuesday, January 12th 
Ha Vy Nguyen (birthday) 
 

Wednesday, January 13th 
All Souls 
 

Thursday, January 14th 
Seniors† from Senior Visitation Ministry 
 

Friday, January 15th 
Ngoc Ann Nguyen (birthday) 
 

Saturday, January 16th 
Alappa# Deceased Family Members 
 
 

 

Observances  
We Celebrate This Week 

 Wed: St. Hilary  
  
 

January is Dedicated to:  
The Holy Name of Jesus  

 
 

Pope Francis’ 
Monthly Intention for January 

Human Fraternity  
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of 

other religions, praying for one another, 
open to all.   
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At  St. John the Baptist Parish,  
time in conversation with our 

Lord is at the center of 
our lives. 
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Intercessory Prayers 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick parishioners, family and friends, 

and those in need of healing of the body and soul.  

Christopher Kovarik  
Dharmo Dhillon  
Jesse Diaz  
Joanne Harden 
Jody Park  
Kainoa Wood 

Kimanh Davis  
Mark Penman 
Robert Coughlin  
Sarah Norberg 
Zachary Whiten 

Clifford W. Kinney  
Doug Jackson 
Fernanda Castelo 
Francisco Bejarano 
Herbert Kohagura 
Jean Mellberg 
Joan McArdle  
Joyce Margaret Ellio# 
Kay Warren  
Lillian Robert  
Loraine Roche  

Nasri Michael 
Ofelia Bagabaldo 
Oliver Nash  
Pete Sidhu 
Prabasheeni  

Iddamalgoda 
Purificacion Siruno  
Tommy Nunez  

Valenzuela 
Sunta de Rivera 
 

Prayers for the Recently Deceased 
We pray for the souls of all who have died,  

our family members, friends, and  parishioners.  
May they rest in peace. 

Prayers for Our Troops 
We pray for our military personnel abroad  

and at home, and for their families.  
 

Michael Dalupan 

Prayer Requests 
Prayer requests for the sick, military or  
recently deceased may be made by calling 
our Parish Office.  Names will appear for 
four months.  

O God, 
You raised up St. John the Baptist 

to prepare a perfect people for Christ. 
 

Fill Your people with the joy of possessing 
His grace, and direct the minds of all the 

faithful in the way of peace and salvation. 
 

Grant that as St. John 
was martyred for truth 
and justice, so we may  
energetically profess 
our Faith in You, and 

lead others to the Way, 
the Truth, and  
Eternal Life. 

 Amen. 
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At  St. John the Baptist Parish,  
time in  conversation with our 

Lord is at the center of 
our lives. 
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Church Hours 
Monday - Friday 

The church will remain open for those 
who would like to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament from 8am-4:30pm. 
 

Saturday - Sunday 
On the weekends, the church will be open 
from 7am-6pm.  
 

Please keep in mind your 
minimum 6ft “social distancing” 

 

 

Confession  
Saturdays: 3 - 4:30 pm  

and by appointment 
 

Please note confessions at this time will 
still be offered but not in the confessional. 
We will be doing a face to face format in a 
larger se#ing in order to maintain the 
recommended  minimum  6ft “social  
distancing.”  

Live Stream Mass 
scd.org/coronavirus/livestream-mass  

 

Please visit the Diocesan page. It lists 
Parishes which are currently live  
streaming Sunday and Daily Masses.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Adoration Chapel  
The Adoration Chapel is closed until further notice 

Adoration has been moved to the Church  
 

A link to an Adoration Video (50mins) is located our website.  
Scroll down to midpage and click on  “Spend Time...”  

A YouTube video will pop up to play the video.  
Another Adoration Video (30mins) is also posted and pinned on our Facebook page.  

 A Facebook account is not necessary to view. 
Once on our  Facebook page click on the Monstrance picture to start the video. 

 

w ww. f ac eb oo k . com / Fo l s om Cat ho l i c   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With a new apostolic letter, “Patris corde” 
the Pope reflects on Joseph as patron of the 
universal Church, on this 150th anniversary 
of Pius IX giving him this title. At the con-
clusion of his Letter, he adds another prayer 
to St Joseph, which he encourages all of us 
to pray together: 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
 

~ Pope Francis 
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At St. John the Baptist Parish,  
we foster a 

commitment to lifelong 
spiritual growth. 
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Year of St. Joseph 
 

On Dec 8, Pope Francis announced a Year of St. Joseph, In making 
his declaration, Pope Francis noted that this year marks the 150th 
anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal 
Church by Pope Pius IX on Dec. 8, 1870. The year began Dec. 8, 2020, 
and concludes on Dec. 8, 2021. Pope Francis said he was  
establishing the year so that “every member of the faithful, following 
his example, may strengthen their life of faith daily in the complete 
fulfillment of God’s will.” 
 

Pope Francis said the coronavirus pandemic has heightened his de-
sire to reflect on St. Joseph, as so many people during the pandemic 
have made hidden  
sacrifices to protect others, just as St. Joseph quietly protected and cared for Mary and Jesus. 
“Each of us can discover in Joseph -- the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and  
hidden presence -- an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble,” the pope wrote. 
He also said he wanted to highlight St. Joseph’s role as a father who served his family with 
charity and humility, adding, “Our world today needs fathers.” 
 

On May 1, 2013, the pope authorized a decree instructing that St. Joseph’s name be inserted 
into Eucharistic Prayers II, III, and IV. During an apostolic visit to the Philippines in 2015, the 
pope explained why he kept an image of the saint on his desk.  “I would also like to tell you 
something very personal,” he said. “I have great love for St. Joseph, because he is a man of 
silence and strength.” “On my table I have an image of St. Joseph sleeping. Even when he is 
asleep, he is taking care of the Church! Yes! We know that he can do that. So when I have a 
problem, a difficulty, I write a li#le note and I put it underneath St. Joseph, so that he can 
dream about it! In other words I tell him: pray for this problem!” 
 

He urged Catholics to turn to St. Joseph in times of adversity.  “In life, at work and within the 
family, through joys and sorrows, he always sought and loved the Lord, deserving the Scrip-
tures’ eulogy that described him as a just and wise man,” he said.  “Always invoke him, espe-
cially in difficult times and entrust your life to this great saint.” 
 

 

www.catholicnewsagency.com 

The Gospel According to Matthew 
Presented by Deacon Jim McFadden  

January 12, Tuesday, 7:00 pm 
Contact: Theresa Grant 

tgrant203@aol.com 
 

Session 11: Conflict in Jerusalem — 
 Growing Opposition to Jesus 

The growing opposition to Jesus’ ministry, 
which began in Galilee, comes to a head when 
Jesus enters Jerusalem during the time of Pass-
over.  This shouldn’t come as a surprise as it 
was prefigured in the Infancy Narratives when 
King Herod was troubled by the news of the 
new king which precipitated the Slaughter of 
the Innocents.  It   wasn’t all conflict, however, 
when Jesus enters Jerusalem, there’s a mixed 
reaction. 
 

If you would like to register for this study 
(each weekly presentation stands inde-
pendently on its own!) or receive a link to view 
this (and the previous week’s) recorded ses-
sions, please send an email request to Theresa. 

Protect Every Life:  
Talk about Human Dignity  
January 11, 2021, Monday, 7pm  

www.facebook.com/SCDFormedFaith 
Contact: Moises De Leon  

916)733-0133 or Mdeleon@scd.org  
 

This conversation is crafted to engage youth 
and young adults’ minds and hearts toward 
the inherent dignity of the human person. 
Through storytelling, real-life examples, 
natural law, and scientific evidence, we pose 
the question: What is it about human beings 
that sets them apart? We address modern 
day violations of human dignity and ask the 
question: How do we reverse this? We em-
power new generation to understand that 
personal virtue has the power to humanize. 
And we close with an inspiring story, invit-
ing each youth and young adult to join us in 
restoring our culture. There are no graphic 
images in this presentation. Website Details: 
h#ps://www.scd.org/protecteverylife  



2nd Collection 
 

This weekend our second collection is for 
our Building and Maintenance Fund. 
Last  weekend our second collection was 
for our RE Program and SJND. Together 
we collected  $155. 

  
Loaves and Fishes 

Contact:  
Cathy Kovarik, 916-353-0688 or 

 Greta Tecson, 916-337-2014   
 

We are deeply grateful for the overwhelm-
ing response of food donations in Decem-
ber. There were over 250 homeless served 
at Loaves and Fishes Friendship Park on 
our donation day. They send their sincere 
thanks. Also very much appreciated were 
the warm hats, scarves, and gloves that 
were donated. There were even blankets 
and jackets! Your Corporal Works of Mer-
cy brought nourishment, warmth and car-
ing. The collection cart remains in the 
church vestibule for ongoing donations. 
They may be dropped off during the daily 
open hours of the Church. The next deliv-
ery date will be Wednesday, January 27.  
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At  St. John the Baptist Parish,   
we bring Christ’s light  to all 
through service to others. 
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Thank You for Your Cards 
Dear SJB community, 
 

Thank you so very much for your generosity 
and thoughtfulness this Christmas season!   
We collected several hundred Christmas 
cards during the last month for the inmates at 
California State Prison, Sacramento.  The  
opportunity for inmates to send cards to  
family and loved ones is hugely important.   
Many of these cards have been passed out, 
and the rest will be distributed next  
Christmas.   
 
God bless, 
Chaplain Greg Mellor  
 

 

Stewardship of Treasure the Lord 
Has Entrusted to Us 

 

Weekly goal: $25,529.00 
Weekly Offerings: 

 

       December 25                 $44,245.81          
       December 26/27           $9,650 
       January 2/3                    $14,648.50 

December online dona#ons: 

       Regular Weekly                   $42,209.97 
       SVDP                                      $2,250.46 
       RE/SJND                                $1,824.96 
       Building & Maintenance    $2,898.46 
       Re#rement Fund  
                           for Religious     $457.46 
 

Please Consider Online Giving 
Our Parish Is Grateful  

for Your Continued Support 
folsomcatholic.org/onlinegiving 

 

With online giving you can  give  a single 
donation or recurring donations to our 
church, specific parish ministries, or   
Diocesan appeals, etc. Instructions on how to 
fill out the form are available on the online 
giving page. 

Inspiration for the Week 
 

We carry a greater depth of self-
confidence and chance of succeeding 
when we have affirmation, a sense of di-
rection and clear purpose in life. Each of 
these serve to provide our lives with 
meaning, allowing us to clearly establish 
priorities and goals. They also are neces-
sary for integrity, which is the conviction 
and single mindedness that keeps us 
grounded in the truth of who we are. 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” Jesus’ baptism provides 
him with exactly what he needs to get 
about the business of his mission as the 
Son of God. He is given what he needs to 
be successful in fulfilling the purpose for 
which he was sent. Our baptisms give us 
these same gifts. We receive the affirma-
tion we need from God, knowing that we 
are one of his beloved daughters and 
sons. We are gifted with the direction and 
clear purpose we need in order to be pro-
ductive stewards and faithful Christians. 
Are we ready and willing to answer the 
call? 

Feast Day: January 13 
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“Let the little children  
come to me, and do not 

 hinder them, for the  
kingdom of God belongs to 

 such as these.”  

Sharing the Gospel  
"Keep trying. You're doing great. I'm so 
proud of you." Every child should hear 
words like that. Every child wants to feel 
God's love. As Jesus grew from a boy to 
a man, he showed he was ready to live 
for God. At Jesus' baptism, God told Je-
sus, "You are my own dear Son, and I am 
pleased with you." God loves you as his 
child, too.   

Be careful to use kind words with your 
family and friends. 

God, I am so glad you love me.  

Show John the path to baptize  Jesus 

 Mk 1:7-11 
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“Here am I, Lord;  
I come to do your will.” 

Welcoming Ministries 
Communications Ministry 
   Loreen McMahon, 916-933-1330  
Ministers of Hospitality  
   Shannon Bleeker,  916-200-8059  
New Parishioner Welcoming Ministry 
   Lori Hopper, 916-337-0139 
Ushers  
    Stanley Posis, 916-705-9192 
 

 Prayer Ministries 
Companioned Prayer 
     Bill Stobbe,  916-505-3800  
Divine Mercy Devotion/Cenacle 
    Zoeanne Tafolla, 707-333-7359 
   -Chaplet/Rosary/Morning Prayer 
    -Divine Mercy Chaplet/Mass 
    -Cenacle - Zoeanne Tafolla, 707-333-7359  
    -Cenacle-Spanish - Ana Haid, 916-956-1177 
Eucharistic Adoration  
   Veronica Thomas, thomas_vera@yahoo.com 
   Perpetual Adoration—1st Fri 9am - Sat 4pm 
Marian Cenacle (Marian Movement of 
                                 Priests Cenacle) 
  -English –  1st Saturday of the month 
    Sally Gomez, 916-693-2411 
 -Spanish – 2nd Wednesday of the month 
   Ana Haid, 916-956-1177 
Our Lady of Fatima 
     Henry Altamirano, 925 - 899-7769  
 

Spiritual Growth Ministries 
Adult Scripture Study 
   Lee & Teresa Weider, 916-983-8065  
Couples for Christ 
   Myrah Empleo, 661-993-4721 
Praise & Worship 
   Sheila Fi"patrick, 925-437-0798  
Religious Education 
   Shannon Langer, 916-985-7338 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)  
   Debbie Duncan, 916-798-0201   
Theology on Tap  
   Aaron Santos, 916-985-2065  
WINGS (Women in Growth Spiritually) 
   Sue Collins, 916-337-6237  
Youth/Young Adults Ministries 
   Aaron Santos, asantos@folsomcatholic.org 
 

Parish Committees/Councils 
Finance Council 
   Elizabeth Beigh, 916-730-1291 
Liturgy Committee 
   Barbara Bowden, 916-984-9476 
Pastoral Council 

Outreach/Charity Ministries 
Bereavement Hospitality/Receptions 
   Nina Pucci, 916-947-6386  
Catholics for Life 
   Kathy Baxter, 916-337-6824  
Gabriel Project  
   Helen Boyd, 916-367-8071  
Grace Quilters Ministry  
   Catherine Sco#, 831-402-4681  
Grupo Pastoral Hispano  
   Anna Haid, 916-956-1177  
Knights of Columbus 
   Dick Phelan, 916-221-0596  
Pastoral Care Ministry 
   Dan Dunne, 916-817-1675; Sunday 
  Candice Ralston, 916-806-8090; Tuesday  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
   Catherine Sco#, 831-402-4681  
Prison/Restorative Justice Ministry 
   -Folsom Prison - Fr. H. Gomez, 916-985-2561 x 4206 
   -CSP Sacramento - Greg Mellor,  

Catholic Chaplain ,916-985-8610 x6425 
School Ministry (St. John Notre Dame) 
   Keith Martin, Principal, 916-985-4129  
Senior Visitation 
   Charlene Agles, 916-984-9602   
St. Vincent de Paul  (Helping Hands) 
   John Knight, 916-985-4630  
 

Liturgical Ministries 
Altar Servers 
   Hugo Schmidt, 916-817-4541  
Children’s Liturgy during Mass 
   Shannon Langer, 916-985-7338 
Extraord. Ministers of Holy Communion 
    Steve & Maryanne Ashley, 916-479-2214   
Lectors    
   Pa#i Midtlyng, 916-837-8322 
Liturgical Environment 
   Arle#e Peterson, 916-220-5968  
Music - See choir director after Mass. 
 

Additional Ministries 
Children’s Babysitting at Mass  
   Georgia Oatmeyer, 916-201-3193 
Family Fellowship 
   Carol Stephenson, 916-952-6744   
Gift Shop 
   Connie Aley, 916-984-9284 
Women’s Game Day 
   Roberta Puzio, 916-933-2561  

 

Please send ministry updates and corrections to  
Loreen McMahon, mcmahon510@comcast.net.

Our parish is enriched with many ministries, please consider learning about and engaging in one or more of 
our ministries.  Call the contact listed or see a Minister of Hospitality after Mass. 



 
 

Why do we hold hands during the Our Father? 
 

The practice of members of the assembly holding hands while praying the Lord’s Prayer during the Mass is a custom 
that developed organically in the 1970s and 1980s. While some commentators acknowledge that the practice varies  
from place to place, it is a fairly universal reality in parishes across the United States. For some, this action symbolizes 

the communion of Christians praying together as one family 
of believers honoring the Father of All. Critics of the practice 
sometimes express concern that holding hands can be a  
distraction from the more significant unity that is experienced 
when we process to the altar to receive sacramental  
communion. And so, we’re left to ask, what is the answer? 
 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (the document 
that offers specific instructions for the celebration of the Mass) 
is silent on the practice, saying only that “all the faithful say 
the prayer” with the priest. The website of the US Bishops 
simply observes that “No position is prescribed in the Roman 
Missal for an assembly gesture during the Lord’s Prayer.” 
And so, we’re left to discern within ourselves and within our 
parish and religious communities what is an authentic gesture 
of praise during this important point of the Mass. For some, 
this means continuing to hold hands, while for others, this 
may mean adopting another posture of prayer. 
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MASON LAW OFFICE

SHANNON MASON
Family Law Attorney

(916) 587-2997
shannon@mylawyermason.com
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Folsom Pizza
and Kabob

Greek Food & Pizza 
(916) 987-1388 

6693 Folsom Auburn Rd., Folsom 
www.folsompizzaandkabob.com

$8.99 Daily Lunch Specials
11am-3pm
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In Loving
Memory of

Irene Tinebra
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MDRT
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Greg Bronson, FICF, FSCP®

Field Agent
2126 Peaceful Garden Way
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greg.bronson@kofc.org
www.KnightGreg.com
Life, Disability and Long Term Care Insurances | Retirement and Legacy Planning

Refinancing Your Home Or Purchasing a
New Home? Call Me, I’m Here to Help!

Jack Velayas
Loan Officer

(916) 536-9860
8510 Madison Ave, Ste F
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
www.Crestonemtg.com

DRE 01843130
DRE 02094858
NMLS 1433634
NMLS 1048236

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com           St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Folsom, CA           A 4C 05-1189

Lic.
#904244SaleS-Service-repairS

(916) 595-5355 - Call/Text Andre

admgaragedoors.com

(916) 985-2295 • Lakeside Memorial Lawn
www.millerfuneralhomefolsom.net

Treehouse Dental
Maria Gloria Estipona, DDS, Inc

1725 Iron Point Rd. Ste 150, Folsom

916.355.0247
www.treehousedental.net

Elizabeth Dickerson - Manager 

916-983-3600 • 300 E. Bidwell St.

Rita
Moeller
Marriage
& Family
Therapy 

Parishioner

(530) 676-2794
Lic. 34014 • EMDR Certified 

www.catholictherapists.com/
rita-moeller-counseling

Voted “Best Home Care” 
(916) 424-4400

Local Catholic Parishioner
Making beautiful smiles for years

Mention this ad when calling
916 983-1999

www.drlynnjudd.com
1568 Creekside Dr. Ste. 101 • Folsom, CA

ynn S. Judd D.D.S., Inc.

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
...We go that extra

L

smile

Denise Attebery
CalRE#01861521 

425-375-3782 
DeniseAttebery@CBInTouch.com

Pat McCusker, CFP® 
Financial Advisor 

Private Wealth
Management 

916-783-6556 
pmccusker@rwbaird.com

www.patrickmccuskerfinancialadvisor.com 
1400 Rocky Ridge Dr, Ste 250 • Roseville, CA

LINDA OSTERLING Realtor®

C. 916.817.0538|lindaosterling.cbintouch.com
lindaosterling@cbintouch.com 
1180 Iron Point Road, Suite 130, Folsom, CA
CalRE# 02091357| Hablo Español

ONE STOP CLEANERS
Professional Dry Clean
187 Blue Ravine Rd #100

Folsom, CA
Tel: 916-984-1900
Text: 916-990-8392

www.onestopdryclean.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
Andrew P. Pugno

Attorney at Law 

(916) 608-3065
         PugnoLaw.com

Parishioner
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© 2014 Allstate Insurance Co.

Proud to protect
Folsom

Baciocco Brothers Ins. Inc.
916-985-8484
CA Insurance 
Agent #: 0751167

I'm proud to be a part of this community.
I live and work here just like you. So I’m right around the 
corner when you need me. I can help protect the things 
you own and the people you love. Call or stop by today 
for a free quote.
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