
 
 
 
 
 
An old beggar lay on his deathbed.  His last words were to his youngest 
son who had been his constant companion during his begging trips.   
“Dear son,” he said, “I have nothing to give you except a cotton bag 
and a dirty bronze bowl which I got in my younger days from the junk 

yard of a rich lady.”  After his father’s death, the boy continued begging, using the bowl his 
father had given him.  One day a gold merchant dropped a coin in the boy’s bowl, and he 
was surprised to hear a familiar clinking sound.  “Let me check your bowl,” the merchant 
said.  To his great surprise, he found that the beggar’s bowl was made of pure gold.  “My 
dear young man,” he said, “why do you waste your time begging?  You are a rich 
man.  That bowl of yours is worth at least thirty thousand dollars.”  
 
We Christians are often like this beggar boy who failed to recognize and appreciate the val-
ue of his bowl.  We fail to appreciate the infinite worth of the Holy Spirit living within each 
of us, sharing His gifts and fruits and charisms with us.  On this major feast day, we are  
invited to experience and appreciate the transforming, sanctifying and strengthening  
presence of the Holy Spirit within us.  This is also a day for us to renew the promises made 
to God during our Baptism and Confirmation, to renew our profession of Faith, and to 
begin anew practice it faithfully, every day.  Pentecost was originally a post-harvest thanks-
giving feast. Later, the Jews included in it the remembrance of God’s Covenants with Noah 
after the Deluge and with Moses at Mt. Sinai. 
 
Both the Jews and the Christians now celebrate Pentecost, though not for the same rea-
sons.   Along with the Feast of the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles, Pentecost was 
one of the major feasts of the Chosen People. The word Pentecost is Greek for  
pentecostes which means “fiftieth.” The feast received this name because it was celebrated 
fifty days after the Feast of the Passover.  Another name for the Jewish Pentecost is  
Shebuot or “The Feast of Weeks. Originally, this feast was a thanksgiving festival for the 
completion of the harvest.   
 
For Christians, Pentecost marks the end and the goal of the Easter season. It is a memorial 
of the day the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles and the Virgin Mary in the form of 
fiery tongues, an event that took place fifty days after the Resurrection of Jesus.  The  
Paschal mystery — the Passion, the Death, the Resurrection, and the Ascension of Jesus — 
culminates in the sending of the Holy Spirit by the Father (at the request of His Son), on  
Jesus’ disciples. The feast also commemorates the official inauguration of the  
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Christian Church with the apostolic preaching of St. Peter, which resulted in the conversion 
of 3000 Jews to the Christian Faith.  Pentecost is, thus, the official birthday of the Church. 
But years ago, This Rock Magazine reported that there are now 34,000 Protestant denomi-
nations which means that, on the average, more than sixty-nine new denominations had 
sprung up every year since the Reformation began in 1517.  So, whose birthday is it any-
way?  You could say, Pentecost is the birthday of the Church Jesus established nearly 2,000 
years ago. Today’s Scripture readings remind us that Pentecost is an event of both the past 
and the present. The main theme of today’s readings is that the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
something to be shared with others. In other words, the readings remind us that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit moves its recipients to action and inspires them to share this gift with oth-
ers. 
 
It is said that everything happens for a reason. But it also leaves the statement rather open
-ended. Is it for a good reason?  If only we can know how good the reason is, then maybe 
we will be able to accept what is happening around us and what is happening to us. But 
more often than not, the reason is discovered only much later, and it is only on hindsight 
that we might be able to see the good reason.  
 
So, when we look at what is happening around us and what is happening to us, just how 
do we feel about it? 
  
Some see the good reason in all this, but most of us just end up sighing and grumbling and 
hoping that what is happening will end soon. But with faith, we must believe that every-
thing that happens has a good reason for it. It is with faith and hope that we can continue 
to live on with love. For example, when Jesus told His disciples at the Last Supper that He 
was going away, they were sad. But He also told them that if He does not go, the Holy Spir-
it will not come. 
  
So His going away is for a good reason but His disciples could not understand it then.  
In the gospel, Jesus appeared to His disciples for the first time after His Resurrection. Then 
He said to them, “As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.” Then He breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” It was probably then that the disciples understood that  
all that had happened, the suffering and death of Jesus, happened for a good reason.  
And with the Holy Spirit upon them, they began to understand how good the Spirit was, 
and as we heard in the 1st reading, the disciples went forth to proclaim the marvels of 
God. 
  
As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, and as the Holy Spirit descends into our hearts, the 
Holy Spirit will lead us to discover the good in what is happening around us and what is  
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happening to us.  And more so, as the 2nd reading puts it, “The particular way in which the 
Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose.” 
 
Over this period of time, we have discovered many areas of growth and we are learning 
new things to cope with and accept a fast-changing situation.  
 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will be able to turn trials into triumphs, and obstacles 
into opportunities. But we must pray to the Holy Spirit and be open to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit, as He guides us to learn and to grow and to see the good in every situation, 
so that we will be able to experience the marvels of God. 
 
God bless you all. 
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